
 

For Immediate Release – Sept. 3, 2020 
 

Contact:  Michael Parks, Harrisonburg Director of Communications 
  540.432.7701 
  Michael.Parks@harrisonburgva.gov 
   

HPD’s Gabriel Camacho named interim police chief 
 
HARRISONBURG, Va. – Harrisonburg Police Department 
Deputy Chief Gabriel Camacho has been named as interim 
police chief, and will officially step into the role on Sept. 12. 
 
Camacho has served as deputy chief of HPD since 
December 2019, when he arrived in The Friendly City with 
more than 25 years of experience in law enforcement – 
most recently as captain of operations for the Camden 
County Police Department in New Jersey. In his time in 
Harrisonburg, Camacho has shown time and again why he 
was chosen to fill the newly created position of deputy 
chief, and his ability and worthiness to step into the role of 
interim chief.  
 
With a focus on community and positive police-citizen 
engagement, Camacho is a stellar example of the 
Harrisonburg Police Department’s values and mission. 
Camacho has recently worked with other Spanish-speaking 
officers at HPD to create a Spanish language Facebook page 
to help get critical information into our community, and is 
constantly looking for other opportunities to bring HPD and our residents closer together. 
 
“Interim Chief Camacho has brought a mixture of experience and professionalism to our city that has greatly benefited our 
police department as they work to better serve our residents,” Harrisonburg City Manager Eric D. Campbell said. “As 
interim chief, I know he will remain motivated and dedicated to making Harrisonburg a better place for all who call it home, 
and he will strive to make the Harrisonburg Police Department and all of its officers the absolute best they can be as we 
work to be the department our community needs us to be.” 
 
For Camacho, working hand-in-hand with Harrisonburg’s residents will remain his top goal as interim chief. 
 
“This is a huge honor and responsibility, which I welcome. Chief English, the Harrisonburg Police Department and the City of 
Harrisonburg have welcomed me with open arms.,” Camacho said. “This is truly an amazing community to serve. I am 
excited in the opportunity to continue the mission of the Harrisonburg Police Department in partnering with our 
community on not only reducing crime and problem solving but improving the quality of life. This can only be accomplished 
by building bridges and continually strengthening those bridges through positive relationships with the community.” 
 

 (Above) Harrisonburg Police Department Interim Chief Gabriel 
Camacho. He will take over for outgoing Chief Eric English. 



Harrisonburg Police Chief Eric English will officially resign from HPD on September 12. He has been named the new Chief of 
Police for Henrico County, Virginia.   
 
The City of Harrisonburg is centrally located in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  It is home to approximately 54,000 
people.  More information about the City of Harrisonburg is available online at www.HarrisonburgVA.gov.  
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